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smallest manifestation of the religious spirit is apprehended and described
according to article, section and paragraph. A mortal blow was delivered to
the Church as a living body, separate from the State-
Peter's spiritual statutes stipulated that hierarchs, so long as they were in
good health, must not be led by the arm. The Church had the right to desire
similar treatment from the State. While the Church is healthy, while its spiritual
strength is not spent, that is to say, while the Church is the Church, it does not
ask to be led by the arm,
The Church is strong by itself, it acts by its own inner force. The leaders of
our Russian Orthodox Church often forgot the words of the Saviour: *'The
gates of hell shall not prevail against it,"* and, fearing casual storms and mis-
fortunes, turned to the government for support from outside, and demanded
government protection and defence for the interests of the Church.
One cannot lead people to Christ by force like slaves in chains; only free,
loving friends, disciples, can be led to Him. The Saviour did not attract any-
body by external force, and He did not hold by force the disciples who had come
to Him. He attracted them by the force and beauty of evangelical truth. There
is nothing to fear for the Church of Christ. Its strength lies not in government
support but in the action within it of the Spirit of God.
The Soviet Government's decree on freedom of conscience and of religious
profession lifted the weight which had been lying upon the Church for so many
years. It freed the Church from external tutelage. This liberation has been of
enormous benefit to the inner life of the Church. The decree grants freedom
and guarantees to all religious communities the inviolability of this freedom.
It is a very great blessing for our Orthodox Church that it has ceased to be
the established Church and thereby, like a lever of autocracy, to fetter the
religious conscience of other confessions.
The Church cannot oppress anybody. Even the shadow of oppression is
alien to it, 'The Son of man came not to destroy men's lives but to save them,
and not to be ministered unto but to minister."
The separation of the Church from the State which the Soviet Government
has carried out has not been sufficiently appreciated by some believers. Some
have said : the Soviet Government is persecuting the Church, depriving it of its
lawful rights.
Hostile elements, under cover of the Church, spread false rumours that
the jChurch in Russia was not free in its inner life.
Emigres abroad, to justify their anti-Church activities, slanderously alleged
that the Patriarch was not free in his ecclesiastical activities and was bereft of
the possibility of communicating with his flock. After Patriarch Tikhon's death,
they started saying that the Metropolitan Sergius had subordinated the Church
to the civil power. All this was done consciously, in order to undermine
confidence in the Soviet authorities.
In his time, His Holiness Patriarch Tikhon stated for everyone to hear; ""We
declare that there is no power on earth which could bind our conscience as
hierarch and our patriarchal word." Similar declarations have repeatedly been
made by the Metropolitan Sergius in the Press. But such declarations did not
break down the obstinacy of the slanderers. Only the grave can cure the
hunchback,
Jt is true, as is well known, that anti-religious propaganda is being carried on
* Matthew xvr, 18,